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Useful decision making tools since a variety of 
theories exist teachers need to understand 
these different approaches for working with 
children 
Help to understand and guide developmental 
processes 

Provide insights into how children grow and 
learn  

Help to form a personal values and beliefs 
about learning 

Help to understand strategies for promoting 
children’s development  

It is a principle or idea that is proposed, 
researched and generally accepted as an 
explanation 

Why do we need to know Theories? 



Erik Erikson (1902-1994) 

 Erik Erikson was born in Frankfurt, 
Germany. 

 He was an artist and a teacher in the late 
1920s. 

 He is known for his theory on 
“Psychosocial development”. 

 He became interested in the influence of 
society and culture on child 
development. 

 

 



Erik Erikson 8 stages of   
psychosocial development 



1.Approximately 2 to 3 
years of age  

 

2.Psychosocial 
Conflict: Autonomy 
versus shame and doubt 

 

3.Main Question: “Can I 
Do things myself or must 
I always Rely on others?” 

1.Approximately 3 to 6 
years of age  

 

2.Psychosocial Crisis:  
Initiative  v/s. Guilt 

 

3.Main Question: ”Am I 
good or am I bad?” 

1.Approximately 7 to 12 
years of age  

 

2.Psychosocial Crisis:  
Industrial  v/s. Inferiority 

 

3.Main Question: “How 
can I be good?” 

Autonomy v/s 
Shame & Doubt 

Industrial v/s 
Inferiority 

 
Initiative v/s Guilt 

 



Tips for enhancing psychosocial  
development in classrooms 

Consistency 

Continuous 
feedback 

Positive 
reinforcement 

Focus on the 
process 

Be there 
Encourage 

participation 

Small group 
activities 

Provide 
opportunities 

Facilitate rather 
than teach 



Jean Piaget 

“When you tech a child something you take away 

forever his chance of discovering it for himself.”  

 

 

 

 

Jean Piaget was the first psychologist to 
suggest a theory of moral development. 

 

Piaget showed that young children think in 
strikingly different ways as compared to 
adults.These observations helped him to come 
up with his theory on cognitive development.  

 

He became intrigues with the reasons children 
gave for their wrong answers to the questions 
that required logical thinking.  

 

 

 

 



Piaget’s four Stages of 
Development 



The infant explores the world through direct 
sensory and motor contact. 

The child use symbols to represent objects 
but doesn’t reason logically. The child also 
has the ability to pretend. 

The child can think logically about concrete 
objects and thus can add and subtract. The 
child also understands conservation . 

The adolescent can reason abstractly and 
think in hypothetical terms. 

The four stages 



Piaget in the classroom 

Sensori motor 
Stage  

(Birth-2 years) 

 

• Playing peek-a-boo 

 

• Singing lullabies, playing rhymes 

 

• Story telling 

 

• Provide rich, stimulating environment 

 

• Talking to the child (no baby talk) 

 

• Use of manipulatives, blocks 
 



Pre operational 
Stage  

(2 to 7 years) 

 

 

 

 

• Role plays/dress up games to help them 
overcame egocentrism 

• Use of concrete objects/models/hands 
on activities 

• Avoiding lessons that are very different 
from the child’s world 

•  Steer away from using workbooks Or 
paper and pencil activities very often 

• Extensive use of outdoor play 

• Audio visuals 
 

 

 

 

Piaget in the classroom 



Howard Gardner 

Howard Gardner is a professor of cognition and 
education at the Harvard graduation of education. 

Has received honorary degrees from twenty-nine 
colleges and university around the world. 
He is the author of 29 books. 

He has created theory of multiple intelligence which  
states that there are at least seven ways that people 
understand and perceive the world.  

“The biggest mistake of past centuries in teaching has been to treat 

all students as if they were variants of the same individuals and thus 

to feel justified in teaching them all the same subjects the same way.” 



Is the ability to create an effective product or offer a 
service that is valued in a culture 

Is a set of skills that make it possible for a person to solve 
problems in life 

Is the potential for finding or creating solutions for 
problems, which involves gathering new knowledge 

According to him multiple intelligences 



9 Types of Multiple Intelligences 



Applying MI in the classroom 



Maria Montessori 

The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say, 

‘The children are now working as if I did not exist.’ 

Maria Montessori was born on the 31st August 1870 
in the Italy. 

Maria Montessori was an Italian physician and 
educator who developed the Montessori Method of 
teaching.  

The Montessori Method is generally based on the 
idea that children learn best when the environment 
supports their natural desire to acquire skills and 
knowledge. 
Learning does not have to be forced upon them. 



Which classroom is appropriate? 



Independence 

Freedom Of 

Choice 

Focus on the 
Process 

Fieldtrips 

Use of outdoor 

space 

Activities to 
Foster 

imagination 

Mix age group 

Activities 

Hands on 
experience 

Use of multisensory 
Learning materials 

Maria Montessori method in the classroom 



Kath Murdoch 



Kath Murdoch is an experienced teacher, author, 
university lecturer and popular consultant who has 
worked for many years in schools throughout 
Australia, New Zealand, Asia, America and Europe. 

She is widely respected for her work in the field of 
inquiry based learning and integrative curriculum 
in which she has taught, researched and published 
for well over 20 years.  

Kath began her professional life as a classroom 
teacher in Melbourne. 

Her fascination in how students’ constructed their 
understanding – and her interest in the way questions 
and big ideas could drive curriculum soon lead to a 
passion for integrative and inquiry based methodologies. 

Kath Murdoch 



 
Inquiry Cycle 

 

Inquiry  

Cycle 

Tuning  

In 

Finding 
Out 

Sorting 
Out 

Going 
further 

Taking 
Action 

 

Making  

Conclusions 



Benjamin Bloom 

What any person in the world can learn, almost all person can 

learn if provided with appropriate prior and current conditions 

of learning.  

Born in Lansford, Pennsylvania in 1913. 

He is famous for the theory of mastery learning. 

He discovered that the higher order thinking was 
dependent on the level that preceded it 

He was a teacher, thinker and inventor 

He was an educational psychologist who researched 
how student learn 



Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Creating 

Evaluating 

Analyzing 

Applying 

Understanding 

Remembering 

 
Putting information together in an innovative way  
 

 
Making judgment based on set of guidelines 
  
Breaking the concepts in parts and understand how 
each part is related to one another 
 
 
Use the knowledge gained in new way 
 

 
Making sense of what you have learnt 
 
 
Recalling relevant knowledge from long term memory 
 



Teacher’s 
goal 







It is a fusion of knowledge 
from all the sources 
It means to choose and to pick 
up the good ideas, the 
concepts, principles from 
various schools of thoughts 
 

Inquiry 
based 

learning 

Montessori 
method 

Bloom’s 
taxonomy 

Multiple 
intelligence 

Classical 
theories 

Inquiry 
cycle 

Hybrid/Eclectic Approach 



If you find that you’re spending almost all your 
time on theory, start turning some attention to 
practical things; it will improve your theories.  
If you find that you’re spending almost all your 
time on practice, start turning some attention to 
theoretical things; it will improve your practice. 

 
- Donald Knuth 

 


